Order of Service — December 7, 2025 — 2nd Sunday of Advent

Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Rick
Music Team: Erica’s Team

Welcome to Worship!

We’re so glad you're here! If you're visiting today, stop by the Welcome Table in the narthex to pick
up a gift bag and learn more about our programs. After the service, grab a coffee and enjoy some
conversation.

If your child needs a quieter spot during the service, feel free to use the Gateway Room — a family-
friendly space prepared just for you.

If you are baptized in a Christian church, you are welcome to come forward for communion. Children
who have completed communion instruction are also welcome to participate. If your child is not
receiving communion, you’re encouraged to bring them forward for a blessing. Please have them
cross their arms over their chest to indicate they would like a blessing.

If you would like personal prayer, our prayer team is available in the narthex either before or after
communion. Individual prayer is also available following the service.

Please note: Today’s service, including Children’s Time, is being live streamed and recorded for St.
Peter’s YouTube channel. If you'd prefer not to be on camera, seating is available toward the back of
the sanctuary.

OUR MISSION
To be and make disciples for Jesus Christ

OUR VISION
To reach the next generation for Jesus Christ
PRELUDE

OPENING HYMN: It Is Well with My Soul

When peace like a river attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
“It is well, It is well with my soul!”

It is well with my soul

It is well! It is well with my soul

Though Satan should buffet; though trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control,

That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate,

And hath shed His own blood for my soul.

It is well with my soul

It is well! It is well with my soul



My sin — O, the bliss, of this glorious thought
My sin, not in part but the whole;

Is nailed to the cross, and | bear it no more,

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul!
It is well with my soul

It is well! It is well with my soul

And, Lord, haste the day when the faith shall be sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll;

The trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend,
Even so” it is well with my soul.

It is well with my soul

It is well! It is well with my soul

CCLI Song # 25376 | Horatio Gates Spafford | Philip Paul Bliss | © Words: Public Domain; Music: Public Domain | CCLI License # 1004145

LIGHTING THE CANDLES

WELCOMING

Candle of Peace

Pastor:

Today we light the second candle — the Candle of Peace.

It reminds us that God’s peace is not the absence of trouble,

but the presence of His mercy and righteousness in the midst of it.

Through the prophets, God promised a kingdom where justice and peace would meet.
(Light the candle.)

Reader 2:

Even when the world feels restless and our hearts grow weary,
the peace of Christ surrounds and sustains us.

He is the stillness in our storms,

the One who calms our fears and reconciles us to God.

Reader 3:

Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace | give to you.”
In Him, hostility is broken down,

and we are called to live as peacemakers—

in our homes, our church, and our world.

Prayer Together:

Lord Jesus, Prince of Peace,

quiet the noise within us and around us.

Make us instruments of Your peace—

to forgive where there is hurt, to bring justice where there is wrong,
and to share Your reconciling love wherever You send us.

Amen.



Advent Hymn: O Come, Divine Messiah

O come, divine Messiah — the world in silence waits the day
When hope shall sing its triumph and sadness flee away.

Chorus

Dear Savior, haste! Come, come to earth.

Dispel the night and show your face, and bid us hail the dawn of grace.
O come, divine Messiah — the world in silence waits the day

When hope shall sing its triumph and sadness flee away.

Verse 2:

O Christ, whom nations sigh for, whom priest and prophet long foretold,
Come, break the captive's fetters; redeem the long-lost fold.

Chorus:

French carol by Simon-Joseph Pellegrin (1663-1745) | English translation by Mary of St. Philip (1825-1904) Additional 4™ verse by Erica Phare-Bergh Public Domain

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

P: In Holy Baptism, we were buried with Christ into death,

that just as He was raised from the dead,

we too might walk in newness of life.

Yet, we daily struggle with sin and forget the promises of our baptism.

Let us now return to the font of grace — confessing our sins and clinging to the mercy that is ours in
Christ.

(Silence for reflection)

P: Most merciful God,

All: We confess that we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed —

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not trusted the promises made to us in Baptism. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

Renew us in the grace of our baptism. Cleanse us, and lead us by Your Spirit so that we may
walk in newness of life to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P: Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for you and, for His sake, forgives you all
your sins. By water and the Word, you were joined to Christ —

buried with Him in death and raised with Him to new life. Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and
for his sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power
to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.

THE GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all.
All: And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY — 2" SUNDAY of ADVENT

All: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming give us
strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, on
God, now and forever Amen

CHILDREN’S STORY: Pastor Rick

CHILDREN’S SONG: I'VE GOT PEACE LIKE A RIVER

I've got peace like a river (2x)
I've got peace like a river in my soul
(repeat)

I've got joy like a fountain (2x)
I've got joy like a fountain in my soul
(repeat)

I've got love like an ocean (2x)
I've got love like an ocean in my soul
(repeat)

I've got peace like a river

I've got joy like a fountain

I've got love like an ocean in my soul
(repeat)

CCLI Song # 3268418 | Bryce Inman | Word Music Group | Words: Public Domain; Music: 2001 Curb Word Music | CCLI License # 1004145

FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-7b NIV

3 “I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are
seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says
the LOrRD Almighty. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears?
For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. 2 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of

silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the LorD will have men who
will bring offerings in righteousness, 4 and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to
the LORD, as in days gone by, as in former years. ®“So | will come to put you on trial. | will be quick to
testify against sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud laborers of their

wages, who oppress the widows and the fatherless, and deprive the foreigners among you of justice,
but do not fear me,” says the LorD Almighty. & “l the LoRD do not change. So you, the descendants of
Jacob, are not destroyed. 7 Ever since the time of your ancestors you have turned away from my
decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and | will return to you,” says the LORD Almighty. “But
you ask, ‘How are we to return?’



Psalm 66:1-12 NIV

1 Shout for joy to God, all the earth!

2 Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious.

3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! So great is your power that your enemies

cringe before you.

4 All the earth bows down to you; they sing praise to you, they sing the praises of your name.”

> Come and see what God has done, his awesome deeds for mankind!

6 He turned the sea into dry land, they passed through the waters on foot— come, let us rejoice in him.

"He rules forever by his power, his eyes watch the nations—Ilet not the rebellious rise up against him.

8 Praise our God, all peoples, let the sound of his praise be heard;

he has preserved our lives and kept our feet from slipping.

10 For you, God, tested us;you refined us like silver.

1You brought us into prison and laid burdens on our backs.

12You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, but you brought us to a place of
abundance.

SECOND LESSON: Philippians 1:2-11 NIV

2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 2| thank my God every
time | remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, | always pray with joy ®> because of your
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now,  being confident of this, that he who began a
good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 7 It is right for me to feel
this way about all of you, since | have you in my heart and, whether | am in chains or defending and
confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me. @ God can testify how I long for all of
you with the affection of Christ Jesus. ° And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and
more in knowledge and depth of insight, 1° so that you may be able to discern what is best and may
be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, ! filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through
Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God.

GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-14 NIV

3 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea,
Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of lturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of
Abilene— ? during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of
Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet:
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.
S Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low. The crooked roads shall become
straight, the rough ways smooth.® And all people will see God'’s salvation.”” John said to the crowds
coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming
wrath? & Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham as our father.” For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for
Abraham. ° The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit
will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”*? “What should we do then?” the crowd asked.

11 John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, and anyone
who has food should do the same.”'? Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked,
“what should we do?"'3 “Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them.

14 Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do? “He replied, “Don’t extort money and
don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your pay.”



PRE-SERMON HYMN: How Great Is the Greatness of God

CHORUS:
How faithful the Father above! How wondrous the work of the Son!
How sweet is the Spirit given to us! How great is the greatness of God!

Morning by morning with every dawn my soul with a new song awaits.
Still in the evening my praise goes on forever my God is the same.
CHORUS:

When my heart gazes on Calvary at all of your mercies arrayed
“Oh, that my Savior would die for me,” | sing out with infinite thanks
CHORUS:

Oh, what a comfort in every trial his presence is all that | need
Power that brought resurrection life

That power is living in me! That power is living in me!
CHORUS:

CCLI Song # 7245983 | Bryan Christopher Fowler | Matt Boswell | Matt Papa
© Getty Music Hymns and Songs; Getty Music Publishing; Living Hymns; Love Your Enemies Publishing; Messenger Hymns | CCLI License # 1004145

SERMON - Pastor Rick
OFFERING

OFFERTORY HYMN: Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness (Tune: Nettleton, “Come Thou Fount”)

Praise the One who breaks the darkness with a liberating light

Praise the One who frees the pris'ners, turning blindness into sight
Praise the One who preached the gospel, healing ev'ry dread disease
Calming storms and feeding thousands with the very bread of peace

Praise the One who blessed the children with a strong yet gentle word
Praise the One who drove out demons with a piercing two-edged sword
Praise the One who brings cool water to the desert's burning sand
From this well comes living water, quenching thirst in ev'ry land

Praise the One true love incarnate: Christ who suffered in our place
Jesus died and rose for many that we may know God by grace

Let us sing for joy and gladness, seeing what our God has done
Praise the One redeeming glory! Praise the One who makes us one!

CCLI Song # 3386431 | Rusty Edwards | © 1987 Hope Publishing Company | CCLI License # 1004145

OFFERTORY PRAYER

P: Blessed are you.

All: O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your Goodness you have blessed us with
these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care
and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of Him who gave himself for us, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.



APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE

P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
All: And also with you.

PRAYERS FOR THE FAMILY OF GOD

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father, who art in Heaven...
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

COMMUNION SONGS

We Were Made to Praise Our Maker

We were made to praise our Maker, worship Him and Him alone
But exchanged His love for bondage, separated from His throne

We were dead in sin and sickness, bound by idols and by pride
But the Cross of Christ has freed us, paid the price and death defied

Chorus
Praise the Father of Creation! Praise the Song whose scars atone!
Praise the Spirit ever present! Worthy is God’s name alone!

But we ask: “How long, Our Father, ‘til we see your kingdom come?
All the earth awaits with groaning the return of Christ, your Son.”

When at last our eyes behold Him in His glory and His might
Every knee will bow in worship at the radiance of His Light
Chorus

Copyright © 2025 Words & Chorus by Erica Phare-Bergh. All rights reserved.
Tune: Watts Cradle Hymn



Shine Jesus, Shine

Lord, the light of Your love is shining,

In the midst of the darkness, shining;
Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us,
Set us free by the truth You now bring us.
Shine on me, shine on me.

Chorus

Shine, Jesus, shine. Fill this land with the Father's glory;
BlazeSpirit, blaze, Set our hearts on fire.

Flow, River, flow, Flood the nations with grace and mercy;
Send forth Your word, Lord, and let there be light.

Lord, | come to Your awesome presence,
From the shadows into Your radiance;

By the blood | may enter Your brightness,
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness,
Shine on me, shine on me.

Chorus

As we gaze on Your kingly brightness,

So our faces display Your likeness;

Ever changing from glory to glory,
Mirrored here may our lives tell Your story,
Shine on me, shine on me.

Chorus

CCLI Song # 30426 | Graham Kendrick | © 1987 Make Way Music | CCLI License # 1004145

BLESSING
COMMUNNION PRAYER
BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CLOSING HYMN: Hark, the Herald Angels Sing

Hark the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;”
Peace on earth, and mercy mild; God and sinners reconciled.
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies;

With th'angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem”
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King”

Christ, by highest heav'n adored; Christ the everlasting Lord:
Late in time behold Him come, offspring of the Virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail thiincarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with men to dwell, — Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King”



Hail, the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings, ris'n with healing in His wings.

Mild He lays His glory by, born that man no more may die;

Born to raise the sons of earth; born to give them second birth.

Hark the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King”

CCLI Song # 27738 | Charles Wesley | Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy | © Words: Public Domain; Music: Public Domain | CCLI License # 1004145

THE SENDING

P: Go in Peace. Serve the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

This Week at St. Peter’s

Monday, Dec. 8 ¢ Pastor Rick’s Day Off

Tuesday, Dec. 9 « Staff Meeting — 9:00 AM « Pastor Rick’s Office Hours — 10:00 AM-4:00 PM

Wednesday, Dec. 10 ¢ Alpha Information and Training Event - 6:00 PM-8:00 PM

Thursday, Dec. 11 « no scheduled events

Friday, Dec.12 * no scheduled events

Saturday, Dec.13 * no scheduled events

Sunday, Dec. 14 « Worship - Sunday School Pageant — 10:00 AM « Young Adults at Pastor Rick’s
and Erica’s home 4:00 PM

THE SEASON OF ADVENT

Advent is the four-week season in the church year that prepares us for the coming of Jesus. It is a
time of waiting, hope, and expectation as we remember Christ’s first coming at Christmas and look
forward to His promised return. In the Lutheran tradition, we mark each Sunday of Advent by lighting
one of four candles—hope, peace, joy, and love—each reminding us of God’s promises and inviting
us to reflect on His gifts. On Christmas Eve, we light the white Christ candle in the center of the
wreath, celebrating the birth of Jesus, the Light of the world.

Today we light the candle of peace, remembering that true peace comes from Christ alone—peace
that meets us in our waiting and anchors us in God’s faithfulness.

DAILY ADVENT VIDEO AND DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET
Be sure to take time to watch the special Advent video series that is delivered to your inbox each day
leading up to Christmas. If you're not receiving it, please contact Anne in the office.

Need a copy of our special Advent devotional booklet? You can pick one up at the Welcoming Table.

A special thank-you to Pastor Paul and Elaine for sharing your time and gifts to help us enter into
Advent.

STILL ON TONIGHT — Advent By Candlelight « 7:00 PM « St. Peter’s

Step out of the busyness of the season and into an evening filled with glowing candlelight,
beautiful music, Scripture, and reflection. Advent By Candlelight is a treasured time to pause,
breathe, and prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ.




We are delighted to welcome the Choristers from the Baptist Church, the Good Vibes Memory
Choir, and voices from our own St. Peter’s family, all under the direction of Erica Phare-Bergh.
Their music will help lift our hearts and deepen our anticipation for Christmas.

This is the perfect night to invite a friend and share in a meaningful, hope-filled Advent experience.
Come and be refreshed!

Alpha: An Exciting Opportunity for Outreach

For the past few weeks, we've been sharing about our upcoming Alpha course beginning in January.
We want to clarify our hope for Alpha: this course is primarily an outreach opportunity—a chance
to invite friends, family, neighbours, or coworkers who are not yet Christians to explore questions of
life, faith, and meaning in a safe and welcoming environment.

While Alpha can certainly strengthen our own faith, it isn’t intended to be another small group or Bible
study for our congregation. Instead, it's a way for each of us to take a step toward evangelism, just as
we discussed in Life Shared.

So if you've been thinking, “I’'m already in a small group,” or “I've done Alpha before,” please don't let
that hold you back. Your presence—and your invitation to someone in your life—might be
exactly how God wants to work through you this season. Who is God placing on your heart?

To help you feel prepared and confident, we're hosting a special Alpha Information Evening:

Wensday, December 10
6:00-8:00 PM

You'll get a chance to:

e See what an Alpha session looks like
e Learn how you can be involved
« Discover practical tools for inviting others

It will be a relaxed, encouraging evening designed to equip you for this exciting outreach opportunity.
We hope you’ll join us—and consider who you might invite.
Please RSVP to Elaine at elainebuss@saintpeters.ca

Good Vibes Memory Choir Concerts

Join us for the Good Vibes Memory Choir Holiday Concert! This year’s theme, “All Creatures Great
and Small,” celebrates animals from around the world through joyful music. With 85 singers, we've
moved to a larger venue—and you're invited to attend on Friday, December 12 at 6:30 PM or
Saturday, December 13 at 3:00 PM at Frank Wills Community Hall.

Do you know someone experiencing memory loss? This concert is a beautiful opportunity to invite
them to experience the joy of choir, which helps break down stigma and offers many meaningful
benefits. Many from our St. Peter’s family sing in this choir. Please join us!

Don’t miss this uplifting holiday event!
Tickets & info: goodvibesmemorychoirs.com



Christmas Eve Candlelight Services

Christmas Eve at St. Peter’s is always a special and serene evening. As we gather in the soft glow of
candlelight and sing beloved carols—songs passed down through generations—we are reminded
once again of the miracle of Jesus’ birth and the hope it brings to the world.

It's a wonderful opportunity to invite a friend or come together as a family.
We will offer three services on Christmas Eve:

e 4:00 PM — Family-friendly Candlelight service
e 7:00 PM — Candlelight service
e 10:00 PM —Candlelight service with Communion

All are welcome as we celebrate the birth of our Savior.

Christmas Day Service — 10:00 AM

While few churches still hold a Christmas Day service, we are grateful to do so. Christmas morning
can feel quiet—especially for those whose families live far away or for anyone spending the morning
alone.

You are warmly invited to join your church family at St. Peter’s for this peaceful and meaningful
service. In the stillness of Christmas morning, we gather to celebrate the birth of Christ with a sense
of awe and wonder. Come and experience the quiet beauty of this holy day.

Planning for 2026 Events, Programs, and Studies
As we look ahead to the new year, we are preparing the schedule for all events, programs, and
studies in 2026. If you are planning an event, study, or program that needs to be scheduled, please
contact Anne and Cindy in the office by Thursday, December 19.
When submitting your request, please include:

e A description of the event or program

« Start and end dates

« Room or space needed

Cindy is our communications contact and can assist with announcements, posters, and marketing
materials to help promote your event. You can reach her at: cindyjtester@gmail.com

Kids Helping Kids Christmas Sale Thank You

On November 16th, we had a Christmas Sale for our children and youth; they were able to purchase
Christmas gifts for family members and friends. The following week, adults had a chance to buy gifts
as well. We want to thank everyone involved--those who donated gifts, all who helped set up for the
event, those who made it run smoothly, and everyone who bought something. We raised $439.70 in
total! The money was given to Father of Hope Outreach Ministries in Uganda, Africa, where it is used
to support children in need. Many of these children are orphans. The ministry especially focuses on
helping children attend school who cannot afford to otherwise. Thank you, everyone!

James 1:27 "Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans
and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world."


mailto:cindyjtester@gmail.com
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